MAC AN T-SRONAICH
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Therearen’t many people on the Isle of Lewiswho have not heard about Mac an t-Sronaich. According
to legend he roamed the moors of Lewis murdering people during the middle of the 19th century. Every area of
theisland has their own stories about the devastation that he caused during histime on theisland. Mac an t-
Sronaich was not a native of Lewis and there ar e several thoughts on his place of birth. One theory isthat he
was from ‘ Stronach’ in Aberdeenshire. Another theory isthat his father owned a hotel in Garve and that the
hotel was called ‘ Taigh na Sroine’. He did, however, have a connection with Lewis as his mother’ s sister was
married to the minister, Robert Finlayson, who wasin Lochs a thetime. 1t isrumoured that she looked after
him and provided him with food and shelter.

There are also many different opinions on how many people he actually killed. Some think eleven people
and other think he killed a dozen people. Many of these well-known stories are contained in the book ‘Mac an t-
Sronaich’ which was written by Colin Norman MacL ean and published by Acair in 1989.

According to legend Mac an t-Sronaich was fearful of two things - dogs and ghosts!

Hewas finally captured around the year 1836. When questioned if he regretted anything that he did he



commented that he regretted the murder of one small child.

Thereareother storieswhich say that hekilled twenty people. The story tells that the day he was
hanged that he had killed nineteen people. He asked for some whisky and was given thisin alargeiron
mug. After consuming the whisky the constable said to him ‘why did you stop at nineteen, why did you
not continue to twenty? . Mac an t-Sronaich turned to the constable and got him right on the side of head
with the iron mug and killed him there and then. He then quipped ‘Well that now takesit up to twenty’.

Since there was no internet, television, radio or newspapers at the time Mac an t-Stronaich was aliveit’s
difficult to know what exactly happened and what has been embellished in the ceilidh house. But, thereis
nothing like a good story and we have plenty of tales about Mac an t-Stronaich.

GAMES

ACTIVITIES

1. Thathu ag obair airson paipear naidheachd ionadail. Tha Mac an t-Stronaich air duine a mhurt anns an
sgire agad fhein. Sgriobh aithisg mu na thachair.

2. Cleachd do mhac-meanmna airson sgeulachd a sgriobhadh mu dheidhinn a bhith @ coinneachadh ri Mac
ant-Stronaich. ‘Seantiotal ‘Anlaachoinnich mi ri Mac an t-Stronaich’.
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